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and her husband Joseph, Michael McCabe 
and his wife Tina, Derek Prout and his wife 
Jessica, and Bryan Prout and his fiancée Tay-
ler Lyttle; and five great-grandchildren, 
Madelyn, Luke, Grace, Aiden and Abigail. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in honoring Mr. Prout for 
his lifetime of public service to the State of 
New Jersey, and his dedicated service to our 
country. 
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to remem-
ber my friend, the late Judge James H. Taylor, 
who passed away on October 31 at his home 
in Upper Marlboro, Maryland. A prosecutor, 
judge, and family man, Jim was also a trail-
blazer as the first African-American to serve 
on the circuit court in Prince George’s County. 

Raised in Howard County, Maryland, Jim 
was one of ten children in a family that em-
phasized hard work and education. As a 
young man, he attended Carver Vocational- 
Technical High School in Baltimore to learn 
bricklaying, and he worked as a postal em-
ployee, a railroad oilman, and a cook to help 
support his widowed mother and his siblings. 

After serving the nation in the Army Air 
Corps in 1945–1946, Jim matriculated at How-
ard University, where he graduated in 1950. In 
1953, he was the first African-American law 
school graduate at American University. 

In practicing law as one of the first African- 
Americans admitted to the bar in Prince 
George’s County in 1956, Jim was described 
as a bold prosecutor who took risks and 
achieved results. Named Maryland’s first Afri-
can-American assistant state’s attorney in 
1963, Jim rose through the ranks of our 
state’s legal establishment, breaking barriers 
along the way. In 1969, he was appointed to 
the bench by Governor Marvin Mandel and 
served for eighteen years before retiring from 
Maryland’s Seventh Judicial Circuit in 1987. 

Much of his casework dealt with family and 
child custody issues, and Jim drew on the ex-
periences of his youth to help ensure that rul-
ings of the court served the best interests of 
children and their future success. 

An advocate for education in the study and 
practice of the law, Jim was a trustee of 
Prince George’s Community College, which 
named a scholarship in his honor for paralegal 
students in 1992. 

Above all else, Jim was a gentle giant who 
was able to accomplish great things in service 
to his fellow citizens without seeking attention 
for himself. He was a master of working be-
hind the scenes to help others climb moun-
tains and overcome hardships. 

Jim, who was age 86, is survived by his 
wife of forty-four years, Jan Johnson Taylor; 
three children, and one stepdaughter; seven 
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. 
He also leaves behind his first wife, Lillian 
Miles Taylor, and a brother, Captain Milton 
Taylor (Ret.) of the Maryland State Police. 

I join in remembering the life of Judge 
James H. Taylor and in celebrating his 
groundbreaking achievements as he helped 

advance the cause of justice in Maryland. He 
will be dearly missed by me and many others 
across my home state—but surely never for-
gotten. 
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to rise today to introduce the High School 
Data Transparency Act. Since the enactment 
of Title IX in 1972, the number of women com-
peting in college sports has soared by more 
than 600 percent while the number of high 
school girls competing in sports increased by 
over 1,000 percent. Yet, despite our incredible 
progress over the years, we still have more 
work to do. 

Young women in high school currently re-
ceive 1.3 million fewer opportunities to play 
sports than young men, and this gap is in-
creasing. The problem stems from a lack of 
transparency and accountability in our high 
schools. Federal law requires colleges and 
universities to report basic information about 
the funding of athletic programs for men and 
women and the participation of men and 
women throughout these sports. Due in part to 
this public information, American women have 
unrivaled opportunity at the collegiate level. 

Unfortunately, the basic actions required of 
our universities are not required of our high 
schools. As a result, we are seeing fewer and 
fewer high schools realize full equality for 
male and female athletes, and more young 
women being denied the opportunity to realize 
their full potential both on and off the field. 

I’ve met with many Olympic gold medalists 
who have told me that Title IX—and the ac-
companying athletic scholarships it made pos-
sible—was the reason they were able to at-
tend college and pursue their dreams. These 
Olympians have emphasized that the benefits 
of sports participation are not limited to their 
achievements on the field. Indeed, statistics 
have shown that young women thrive when 
they participate in sports and are less likely to 
get pregnant, drop out of school, do drugs, 
smoke, or develop mental illness. Increasing 
young students’ physical activity can also help 
combat childhood obesity, which is at an all- 
time high. 

To address the lack of reporting at the high 
school level, the High School Data Trans-
parency Act would require that high schools 
report basic data on the number of female and 
male students in their athletic programs and 
the expenditures made for their sports teams. 
This would be an easy change for our high 
schools to make. Several states, including 
Kentucky, Georgia, and New Mexico, have al-
ready implemented similar reporting require-
ments at the state level, and high school ath-
letics directors from those states tell us that it 
usually takes just 2–6 hours of one person’s 
time to complete each year. 

The extraordinary accomplishments we’ve 
achieved together over the past four decades 
of Title IX are a cause for celebration, but we 
must look forward and continue our steady 
march of progress. 

I urge my colleagues to build on our ad-
vancement and help ensure that young 

women in high school have equal opportuni-
ties to play sports by supporting the High 
School Data Transparency Act. 

Thank you. 
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce the Donate for Disaster 
Relief Act. 

Forty-seven major disasters were declared 
last year. The year before that, we had 99 
major disasters. Three major disasters have 
already been declared in 2013. On top of that, 
there were a number of smaller incidents that 
don’t rank on the scale. A tornado that de-
stroys a single house might not be a ‘‘super 
storm,’’ but for the family that lost its home, 
that tornado certainly is a major disaster. 

Things are not going to get better. There 
are going to be more major disasters. We are 
going to have to pay for the response and re-
pair. We need to start thinking about what we 
can do ahead of time to be prepared for when 
they strike. We don’t have to wait for the worst 
to happen before we actually do something. 
This bill will help us get ready beforehand. 
Why wait? 

The Donate for Disaster Relief Act creates 
a completely voluntary check-off on income 
tax returns that lets taxpayers elect to donate 
to a disaster relief trust. This bill is an oppor-
tunity for us to share our selflessness and 
generosity before an emergency situation. 

The harsh reality of disasters is that while 
we may not be able to predict when, we cer-
tainly can be prepared. The altruism of the 
American people is on display in their willing-
ness to pitch in and help those in their great-
est time of need. This bill creates an easy way 
for concerned Americans to anticipate the 
need for disaster relief, wherever and when-
ever it may be necessary. 
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Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Walt Pregler for being 
inducted into the Dubuque Area Labor Hall of 
Fame. Walt has been active in both the labor 
community and local politics in Dubuque since 
the 1950s. 

Walt worked as a Tool Room Machinist at 
John Deere from 1955 to 1992. After starting 
at John Deere, Walt became a member of the 
United Auto Workers (UAW) Local 94. His in-
volvement in the UAW eventually got him in-
volved in Dubuque city politics. In 1965, Walt 
was elected to the Dubuque City Council 
where he served for nine years. During his 
tenure on the City Council, Walt was elected 
by his colleagues to serve as Mayor in 1966 
and 1969. While on the Council, Walt was 
able to get federal funding to build a floodwall 
in Dubuque. Walt had a large list of other ac-
complishments while on the Council including 
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